“Brick, my friend,” I laid a friendly hand upon his shoulder.
“Look around you. There are four submachine guns leveled at
you. I could kill you with a word, and I would do it now if I
were not planning something far more dramatic. Shall I tell
you?”

“Ya put that back,” Brick insisted, “or there’s going to be
trouble. I’m not telling ya no more. Ya heard me, so put it —
hey! What the heck!”

We had been plunged into utter darkness.

Elaine’s voice caressed the gloom. “I would imagine,
doctor, that your car fires have burned the insulation from
Commonwealth Edison’s high-tension lines. They’ve shorted
out.”

The sound of a heavy blow was followed by the rattle of a
dropped submachine gun and the rustle and thud one hears when
a unconscious man falls to the floor.

“That was the Uzi, I think,” Elaine said.

“Got a glass jaw, ya know?”

Another blow, and another rattle, rustle, and thud.

“That sounds like the Astra machine pistol. He was kind of
cute.”

“Lemme try again.”

Yet another blow, a rustle, and a soft thud.

“I think that must’ve been the cute bald guy in the front
row,” Elaine murmured.

“Where’s the doc?” Brick inquired.

“Over here,” I told him. Fortunately, [ have mastered
ventriloquism. I listened to Brick lumbering off in the wrong
direction and waited for the thump. It came — he had collided
with the wall, and I pushed open the door of the emergency exit.
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“Quick!” Elaine shouted, “he’s getting away.”

As indeed I was. My speedboats were already docking. I boarded,
and watched with a satisfaction that you cannot possibly conceive as the
men I had posted behind the blazing automobiles boarded the rest. 1 had
stolen Mars!

Oh, yes, I realized it was Mars as soon as I searched it thoroughly
without finding either Paris or Chicago. The canals were another
giveaway. Mars... Elaine had known no better than I!

And yet Mars offers certain advantages. He is the god of war, and in
conjunction with Saturn... In the end I was not displeased.

But that was at the end. I was indeed displeased when [ saw Brick
and Elaine commandeer the last of my boats. I could still blast the
planetarium into orbit, as I did forthwith, but those two had escaped it.

They had escaped, and merely watched (as I did), the explosion that
shot the great dome into the sky. In all honesty, [ must admit that it did
not hold together as well as I had anticipated. Even so, the fine
powdering of human beings that surrounded the wreckage — many in
bright summer attire, and others dyed in pleasing shades by their own
blood — made a stirring sight. More than a few of my men applauded, at
which [ made them a seated bow.

“They’re comin’ after us!” the man in the stern shouted.

They certainly were. Elaine was at the tiller and appeared to have
given her craft full throttle while Brick lightened it by casting
unconscious gunmen, henchmen, and thugs overboard with their
weapons.

“They’re gainin’, boss!” It was the man in the stern again.

I assured him that neither he nor I had anything to fear, and
summoned the Lakemich Monster. It rose, water cascading from its huge
head as it does when at last a fat woman quits her bath. Stinking mud
and great streamers of water weeds clung to its head and neck; but as
they fell away its iridescent scales shone in the afternoon sunlight, each
as large as many a satellite dish: cerise and aureate and heliotrope;
damask, argent, and sapphire, scales that formed a pattern more complex
and more lovely than that upon the back of any serpent.

Its cavernous mouth gapped wide, displaying discolored fangs as
long as the legs of any center the Bulls have ever boasted. My breast
swelled with pride as I watched its jaws close upon Brick
Somethingorother. Never again, I told myself. Never would I be
troubled by him again!

Alas, it spit him out.

Further adventures await our heroes and villains. ..
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